
Introduction 
to The Cloud



Agenda
• What is the cloud?

• Cloud Service Comparison

• Dropbox Demo



What is the 
cloud?



Types of 
storage:

• Local Storage: storage on your 
computer’s built-in hard drive.

• Removable/Peripheral Storage:
These are devices that increase your 
computer’s storage or allow you to 
save to another physical location for 
back up. 

Examples: USB drives, solid state 
drive, external hard drives, CDs, etc. 

• Remote storage: Cloud storage!



“Simply put, the cloud is the Internet—more specifically, it's all of the 
things you can access remotely over the Internet. When something is in 

the cloud, that means it's stored on Internet servers instead of your 
computer's hard drive.” – GC Learn Free



In addition to storing data, the 
cloud can also be used to keep all 

of your services in sync.





Where is 
the cloud?



The cloud is 
misunderstood. 

Your data is not in 
“cyberspace”; it is 
being stored by 
Google, Amazon, 
etc. on physical 
servers grouped in 
warehouses called 
“data centers”.



Data centers house rows 
upon rows of servers, 
allowing them to store 
and manage the data of 
millions of users. Data 
redundancy is used to 
ensure data isn't lost if 
the equipment 
malfunctions.



Google Data Center



Amazon Data Center



Facebook Data Center



Advantages 
of the cloud



Cloud services make it easy to set up new devices 
and replace missing/broken devices.



You can access your information on multiple devices, 
making it easy to manage important files.



Cloud services are also great for users with a low 
amount of local storage. Keep your files backed up 

remotely without taking up physical space!



However, there 
are some 
disadvantages...



The cloud is internet-based, so it can't be accessed if 
the internet connection is poor or if there is an outage.



Also it's not impossible for cloud services to be inaccessible 
due to scheduled maintance or techincal errors.



In addition, cloud services are a frequent 
target for hackers.



Although data leaks 
can happen, most 
attacks are a result 
of phishing-
scammers tricking 
users into providing 
login credientals.



Remember that photo leak back in 2014? People assumed 
a hacker obtained the photos by hacking into iCloud, but 
the scammer actually tricked the celebrities into giving their 
login information with a phishing scheme.

Click to add text



Use long, 
complex passwords.

Make security 
questions difficult.

Use two-step 
verification 

if it’s available.

Avoid logging 
onto unsecure WiFi

networks.

Keep an eye out 
for phishing scams.



What cloud 
service should I 

choose?



iCloud



iCloud is a cloud synchronization software for 
Apple devices such as iPhones, iPads and Macs.



For users with 
multiple Apple 
devices, iCloud 
keeps all your 
information in 

sync, allowing you 
to seamlessly 

transition 
between devices.



You can also have instant access to iCloud 
data on a computer by going to iCloud.com. 



There are many different 
services under the iCloud 
umbrella 
including Keychain 
(password), iCloud Drive 
and Photos, making it 
a great all-in-one cloud 
solution. iCloud is also 
compatible with most of 
Apple's native apps.





Google One



Google One is a subscription plan that offers online 
storage for most Google's popular cloud-based 

services: Gmail, Google Drive and Google Photos.



Google Drive is a free service from Google that allows 
you store files online.



In addition to being 
integrated with services like 
Gmail and Google Calendar, 
it also includes a full office 

suite with Google Docs, 
Sheets and Slides.



Access Google Drive through an app or the website: 
https://www.google.com/drive/



Google Photos is a cloud storage service that specializes in 
photo and video storage.



Unfortunately, Google 
Photos no longer offers free 

unlimited photo storage. 
However, it is still one of the 

most convenient ways to 
automatically backup photos 
since it's available for such a 

wide range of devices.

In addition, Google's 
acquisition of popular mobile 

editing software Snapseed 
makes it a great choice for 
editing and organization!





Google One



OneDrive a cloud storage service offered by Microsoft as part 
of their online suite. It can be used for file storage, photo 

management and computer backups.



The advantage 
of OneDrive is 
that it is built 
into Windows 

devices, 
making cloud-

based file 
storage a 
seamless 

experience.



One Drive can be subscribed 
to alone or as part of a 

package with Office 365, 
which also includes online 

and mobile versions 
Word, Excel and PowerPoint.



5GB free. 

50GB for $1.99 a month.



3rd Party 
Cloud Services
• Samsung Cloud- built into Samsung devices, 

essentially the Samsung verison of iCloud.

• Verizon Cloud- preinstalled on Verizon devices.

• Sync.com- One of the cheapest options. 5GB 
free, 200 GB $5/mo, 2 TB $8/mo

• PCloud- Another cheap option- offers 10 GB 
free! 2TB for $95.88 per year ($7.99 per month)

• IDrive- A robust secure cloud backup service. 
Available for Windows, macOS, Android and 
iOS. Currently has a deal of $3.98 yearly for 5TB 
($79.50 after).

• Dropbox: Great collaboration features and 
ingration with popular 3rd party services like 
Scrivener. (However, free device limit is 3 
devices). 2GB free, 2TB for ($9.99 per month).



Dropbox



Dropbox is a popular 3rd party cloud service.



Dropbox starts you off with 2GB of data but you can 
extend it by 500 MB when you invite friends. 

($8.25 = 1TB per month, $16.58 = 2TB per month)



Other 3rd Party Options

• Mega: New Zealand-based company with an emphasis on security. 50GB free! 
200GB for $6 a month, 1TB for $12 a month, 4TB for $23 a month, 8TB for $35 
a month

• IDrive: offers continuous syncing of your files, even those on network drives. 
Files deleted from your computer are not automatically deleted from the 
server, so there's less danger of removing something important by accident. 5 
GB free, 2TB $52.12 (First Year, $69.50 after), 5 TB $74.62 (First Year, $99.50 
after)

• pCloud: Strong security and ideal for large files. 500 GB for $175 (for life!)    2 
TB for $350 (for life!).

• Box: Older service that is well-supported across multiple devices (there is also 
some integration with G Suite). 10GB free. 100GB for around $10 a month. 

• SpiderOak: Great for automatic backups. Claims to encrypt data before 
syncing (but since they haven’t released the source code, it’s difficult to tell). 
Price: 21-day free trial. 150GB for $6 a month, 400GB for $11 a month, 2TB for 
$14 a month, 5TB for $29 a month.


